
Explore how Oscar Wilde uses language and 

structure to display his feelings about the 

conditions of children in prison 

Oscar Wilde displays his frustration about the 

conditions of children in prison, which is reflected 

in the quote “To him the horrible thing is to be 

there at all. In the eyes of humanity it should be a 

horrible thing for him to be there at all.” This use 

of repetition shows how angry he is that children 

are treated like this, reinforced by the word 

“should”. The use of the simple sentence at the 

beginning reflects how strong his anger is as well. 


