
GCSE ART

How to achieve 

the very best 

GCSE grade  -

step by step



To recognise the 

four areas of 

coursework that 

you will be 

marked on

To understand that 

each area has equal 

marks

To be able to 

achieve a balance of 

these in your own 

work

To achieve the best 

GCSE grade 

possible

What you need to be able to do Why you need to do this



SIMPLE STEP BY STEP VIDEO

GUIDE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxl6paBnR9c

Teacher takes us through an A* project

https://youtu.be/a5ur9p2G-xE How to really get an A* from 

pupils 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ND1Y0rUqB3M A* 

sketchbook

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJiOyE3qmOo A* book –

good development

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxl6paBnR9c
https://youtu.be/a5ur9p2G-xE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ND1Y0rUqB3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJiOyE3qmOo


STEP BY STEP

 Title page & Mind Map

 Mood Board (optional)

 Artist Research what do you think of their work – how will 

you use the ideas.

 Initial Ideas from the artist’s work  - mind map, drawings 

from the artist’s work/notes

 Experiment with different ideas, materials and techniques.

 Selecting your best ideas and writing why you chose these.

 Developed ideas for final piece – at least 3

 Final piece

(You may find it useful to tick off each stage as you complete it)



PRESENTING YOUR

TITLE PAGE

How do you want to present 

your work?

• Think about your 

strengths.

• Are they painting, drawing, 

collage etc.

• What ideas can you find on 

the internet, in art books, 

in magazines. 

Create a Title Page:

• Generate some ideas for a title page.

• Link your background and title style to 

the theme of the question.

• The title page should include the 

question.

• It can be over two pages if your choose 

so.

• Remember good presentation is vital.

• From here on in each page should be a 

piece of work in itself. 

STARTING POINT CONTEXT

(A01)



Developing & 
Exploring your ideas 

(A01)

Creating a Mind Map

To be successful:

 I will design my mind map in 

the theme of the question.

 I will lay out my ideas roughly 

first.

 I will include descriptive 

words, keywords and phrases 

relating to the question. 

 I will include and link images, 

illustrations in my 

presentation. 

Note:

 If you are not good with 

presentation you can do it on a 

computer.



MIND MAP 

IDEAS







EXPLORING AND

RESEARCHING A01
To be successful:

 You will research the minimum of 

two artists. 

 The first artist will be from the 

question.

 Your second artist will of your 

choice, interested in and link to the 

theme/question.

 You will present pages on these 

artists, images of their work and 

write about their work and 

background.

 You will explain how the artists link 

to the question/theme, like the 

theme, style or techniques because 

they are interesting and want to 

apply them in your work.

 You will include images and draw 

examples of their work.

 You will use the art history writing 

guide sheet. Be general.

Minimum of 

two artists

Key artist 

information

Present Images 

of their work

Copy sections 

of their work

Describe & interpret 

their work

Express your 

opinion about 

their work

ARTIST RESEARCH



5.How their work will influence your work-

‘I will reflect her style by using bold 

colour and biro to add tone and detail’

1.A title that reflects the 

artist’s style

2.Drawn images of the 

artist’s work

3.Written information

(About their style/influences/techniques)
4.Your opinion about their work- ‘I 

like the illustrative style she uses’

Effective 

composition
Creativity

WHAT TO INCLUDE ON A RESEARCH PAGE



 It allows you to explore different ideas. 

You can practice your drawing techniques. 

You can experiment with a variety of media 

and see what works the best for your idea. 

You may decide what you will change or do 

differently next time.  

Development is important because…



5.How your artwork will influence what you are 

going to do as a next step or final piece – “I 

plan to use this image as an idea for a final 

piece/I will develop this image in a different 

media.

1.A title that explains 

what you are developing

2.Drawn images based on the 

artist’s work and photos 

(free marks!)

3.Written information

(which artist your work is based on)
4.Your opinion about your work- ‘I 

like the detail that I have added 

here, I want to develop this more 

in my next drawing’

Developed 

ideas
Creativity

WHAT TO INCLUDE ON DEVELOPMENT PAGES



Work based on the artist will help you to develop your own 

skills and ideas.



GCSE ART HISTORY QUICK GUIDE

STEP 1: History:

Research the artist’s 

background 

information.

STEP 2: Description:  

Describe this piece in 

as much detail as you 

can. Leave nothing out.

Step 3: Analysis:

Describe the work.

Step 4: Interpretation: 

Explain your view 

about the piece of 

work.

Step 5: Judgement:

Explain your point 

of view about the 

piece of work; the 

strengths and 

weaknesses.

Who is the artist?

What do you see? List 

everything you can see 

in the piece of work.

Describe the visual 

elements the artist has 

used in their work:  

Line, tone, colour, 

shape etc?

Write at least one clear 

sentence describing 

what the artwork is 

about?

List 3-10 things you 

like about the work. 

Explain why using 

your first 

impressions.

What type of art work 

does the artist make?

Describe the materials 

and techniques the 

artist uses.

How has it been 

composed?

Describe the feel, mood 

or message in the 

work?

Explain why you 

chose this artists 

work.

What art movement is 

the artist associated 

with?

Can you add anything 

else?

What is the style of the 

work?

Can you add anything 

else?

How does their work 

link to your exam?

Can you link this work to other artists you have studied. Write your notes into an short essay 

Remember to present the work of the artist you are describing.

To increase your marks copy a section of their work in your sketchbook as part of your presentation.





MY INITIAL IDEAS (A03)

To be successful:

 You will write about you initial ideas and 

research. Even though you may change 

your ideas later.

 At this stage you don’t need to be very 

specific. Keep it general.

 You will prepare your background in the 

theme of your project.

FOR EXAMPLE WRITE: 

My Initial Ideas. 

I want to discover more about the 

subject of FOOD. The theme I have 

chosen is sweets but I do like other 

aspects of food too like junk food vs 

healthy food. My influencing artists 

are Sarah Graham, Wayne Thiebaud

as well as a few others. I chosen this 

topic because I like the colours, 

shapes and detail of sweets.

I want to record directly using 

photography and drawing from a 

range of sweets. I want to explore 

different angles and arrangements to 

produce interesting compositions as 

a starting point. From here I would 

like to experiment with a range of 

materials and techniques to see what 

effects I can achieve.



INITIAL IDEAS BASIC WRITING FRAME

 I want to discover more about the subject of ………. 

 The theme I have chosen is ……………... 

 My influencing artists are……………….... 

 I chosen this topic because …………... 

 I want to record directly from …….. using ……..and 

……..

 I intend to experiment with ………………………to 

develop ideas towards my final piece. 

What else can you add?

Think about the theme and what ideas you already 

have.



RECORDING FROM DIRECT OBSERVATION

(A02 &A03)
To be successful:

 You will do several 
pages of observations 
that link to your theme 
and annotate your 
work.

 Your observations can 
be a mix of 
photographs and 
drawings.

 Your recorded 
observations can be 
linked to the artists 
style and techniques 
you are studying as 
part of your 
experiments. 

Observations

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.activeyou.co.uk/offers/sweets-basket/&ei=J8SyVPeSKYusUfbZgfgC&psig=AFQjCNFaUsBSUfMXHnc6IaQ4rt8lupYkBA&ust=1421088167734121
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.activeyou.co.uk/offers/sweets-basket/&ei=J8SyVPeSKYusUfbZgfgC&psig=AFQjCNFaUsBSUfMXHnc6IaQ4rt8lupYkBA&ust=1421088167734121
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://sweetsvalley.co.uk/&ei=KsSyVIj2IMmrUY-YgPAD&psig=AFQjCNHgsj9dSDS9KN1zCAkWUYEc1UsV0Q&ust=1421088170623932
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://sweetsvalley.co.uk/&ei=KsSyVIj2IMmrUY-YgPAD&psig=AFQjCNHgsj9dSDS9KN1zCAkWUYEc1UsV0Q&ust=1421088170623932
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.1zoom.me/en/wallpaper/320520/z3294.3/&ei=MsSyVK6yOczzUqCUgOAG&psig=AFQjCNFefhNEg22JEqi6OeZcxhVvhXrY3A&ust=1421088179008811
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.1zoom.me/en/wallpaper/320520/z3294.3/&ei=MsSyVK6yOczzUqCUgOAG&psig=AFQjCNFefhNEg22JEqi6OeZcxhVvhXrY3A&ust=1421088179008811
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Love-Heart-Sweets-Candy-Photo-Art-Print-Poster-s150-/110671698370&ei=NsSyVKDsAceuU52Rg8AG&psig=AFQjCNHFtK3jd-umI0NUWOluAgu6ytOhJg&ust=1421088182122669
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4EA&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Love-Heart-Sweets-Candy-Photo-Art-Print-Poster-s150-/110671698370&ei=NsSyVKDsAceuU52Rg8AG&psig=AFQjCNHFtK3jd-umI0NUWOluAgu6ytOhJg&ust=1421088182122669
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4OA&url=http://www.mrsbeightons.co.uk/&ei=QcSyVLy5JoSyUYDAgfAL&psig=AFQjCNFvusAn7me25Kbz4ydhJInepgKZFg&ust=1421088193693775
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4OA&url=http://www.mrsbeightons.co.uk/&ei=QcSyVLy5JoSyUYDAgfAL&psig=AFQjCNFvusAn7me25Kbz4ydhJInepgKZFg&ust=1421088193693775
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4qQE&url=http://www.parentdish.co.uk/2011/10/11/schoolboy-entrepreneur-suspended-for-selling-sweets-at-health-eating-school/&ei=YMSyVIfXHob4UrWshNgD&psig=AFQjCNFBXEct7G1v3lQ69UbNflQ_wfsufQ&ust=1421088224567797
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4qQE&url=http://www.parentdish.co.uk/2011/10/11/schoolboy-entrepreneur-suspended-for-selling-sweets-at-health-eating-school/&ei=YMSyVIfXHob4UrWshNgD&psig=AFQjCNFBXEct7G1v3lQ69UbNflQ_wfsufQ&ust=1421088224567797
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://setsuna22.deviantart.com/art/Drawing-II-Sweets-179206806&ei=KMayVM6pBcGmUs_6gKgH&psig=AFQjCNG9IlJ6sUFNcZyZYWXVFg5Tkpr7Zw&ust=1421088680147557
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://setsuna22.deviantart.com/art/Drawing-II-Sweets-179206806&ei=KMayVM6pBcGmUs_6gKgH&psig=AFQjCNG9IlJ6sUFNcZyZYWXVFg5Tkpr7Zw&ust=1421088680147557
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4FA&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/trang_mnguyen/8321202089/&ei=LcayVJWdLMyqUfmFgagP&psig=AFQjCNE4PFduv7e89sZ7j2hi4qjrN2zU7A&ust=1421088685788333
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw4FA&url=https://www.flickr.com/photos/trang_mnguyen/8321202089/&ei=LcayVJWdLMyqUfmFgagP&psig=AFQjCNE4PFduv7e89sZ7j2hi4qjrN2zU7A&ust=1421088685788333


To be successful write and do:

 My next step is to experiment 
and develop my ideas based on 
my drawings and photographs.

 I will explore and experiment 
in a similar style of the artists 
I have research.

 I  will create small examples in 
the similar to the work of 
Artists’ like: 
……………………….by 
exploring painting techniques, 
more drawing, and different 
backgrounds, planning 
possible compositions even 
using the computer as an aid.

Remember to:

 Produce creative backgrounds 
for every page.

 Evaluate your progress, your 
strengths, weakness, 
difficulties and next steps…

EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT

IDEAS, MATERIALS & TECHNIQUES

TO EXPERIMENT AND DEVELOP IDEAS

FROM PRIMARY SOURCES (A02 & A03)



To be successful write 

and do:

 My next step is to 

experiment and develop 

my ideas.

 I will explore and 

experiment in a similar 

style of the artists that I 

have researched.

Remember to:

 Evaluate your progress, 

your strengths, 

weakness, difficulties 

and next steps…

EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT

IDEAS, MATERIALS & TECHNIQUES

TO EXPERIMENT AND DEVELOP IDEAS

(A02 & A03)



5.Which of your ideas is the best idea? 

Which do you plan to develop as a final 

piece?

Which media do you plan to use?

1.A title 

that 

explains 

what you 

are doing

2.Write 

down or 

draw your 

ideas 

3.Links to show where the ideas cross over 4.Your opinion about each idea –

do you think some ideas will 

work better than others?

Final idea

WHAT TO INCLUDE ON YOUR FINAL PIECE MIND MAP



SELECTING AND EVALUATING YOUR

BEST IDEAS

(A03 & A04)

To be successful:

 I will select a few of the best ideas I 

have produced so far.

 I will explain what I aiming to do for 

my final piece.

 I will show how my ideas have 

changed form the start of the project.

• For my final piece I am 

selecting three of my best 

experiments…….I think 

they have been the most 

successful because……….

• My other ideas I have not 

chosen because…………

• Next I want to refine my 

ideas by experimenting with 

these ideas further by 

……(you may choose to take 

more photo’s, try 

experimenting with different 

techniques etc)

My ideas have been varied in 

this project and …..

SELECTING MY BEST IDEAS



REFINING MY FINAL IDEA (A02 & 

A03)

To be successful:

 I will select one idea.

 I will further experiment with 
different ways to create my final 
piece.
 For example: If you are creating a 

painting, a drawing or a sculpture, you 
need to plan at least 2 ideas on a small 
scale.

 I will make notes about how I think it  
can make the ideas work.

 I will try different techniques before 
making my final choice.
 If you are doing a sculpture try making a 

section of the sculpture using different 
materials like cardboard or willow to find 
out what is most successful.

 I will evaluate my strengths, 
weaknesses and next steps when 
experimenting.

 You can photograph your progress as 
well.

MY FINAL IDEA

S

W

&

NS



DO YOU NEED TO FURTHER REFINE YOUR

IDEA?

If you have changed you mind after 

doing your experiments, you need to 

include a page explaining why and 

how, showing your new idea with 

any new photographs you intend to 

work from.



MY FINAL IDEA (A03 & A04)

To be successful:

 My book will contain the 

final prep. 

 I will explain exactly what I

plan to do for your final piece 

in detail. 

 I will show how this links 

back to the artists work I 

researched.

 I will attempt some small 

sections of my final piece to 

make sure it works by 

testing materials, include 

examples, planning the scale 

of your work , explaining and 

evaluating my progress. 

For my final piece I intend 
to…..

This will show the theme 
‘…………….’ by…….
• Be specific and describe as well 

as illustrate exactly what you 
need to do. This is your chance 
to think through what you want 
to do without pressure!



EVALUATE YOUR FINAL PIECE A04

To be successful:

 Describe what you did 
in your final piece.

 What you made and 
how you made it, 
describing materials 
and techniques.

 Is there a clear link to 
the artist(s) you 
studied? Why and 
how?

 If possible show the 
stages of making it, if 
you have enough time 
left.

• S = What was successful, 
what you liked and why?

• W = What were your 
weaknesses, what you could 
improve your work and why?

• NS = What have you learnt 
from this experience? Do you 
think you were prepared? 
How do you think you could 
have improved your outcome?

Present photographs of 
your work


